THE ROOM OF CHANGE

The Room of Change installation is a hand crafted data tapestry illustrating
how multiple aspects of our environment have changed in the past centuries,
how they are still changing, and how they will li ely continue changing.
Combining several different data sources depicting the world from both
global and local individual perspectives, the installation tells stories of
people and their relationship with what has been around them over time,
layering dense and granular information within the narration to highlight
how change is pervasive at all scales.

The piece revolves around eight macro topics that organize information,

all related to humans, but that reveal conse uences that oftentimes affect us
and other species simultaneously. They are illustrated through a number of
global data sets to frame large scale phenomena with broad stro es

as well as single and specific stories that directly or indirectly represent

the micro conse uences of the large scale phenomena.

1) Nature

. The disappearing Aral Sea

’— Height of the rectangle = depth of the main la e (m)

~ Horizontal line, height from the top = depth of the smaller la e (m), after

o ~ | ertical line, width from the left = surface of the mainla e( m)

| ertical line, width from the left = surface of the smallerla e ( m)

no data - e ot, height from the bottom = yearly water evaporation ( m)

Human impact
Line, height from the top =  of world land covered with forest

on environment/landscape
\\ Line, height from the bottom =  of world land used for agriculture
“ ——  Texture, relative height = of wasted plastic
r N — | | Texture, relative height = of incinerated plastic
HRINERER l/
HAI(RNNNNRNR AR NRAN(IAaN L*I | Texture, relative height =  of recycled plastic
no data

|| Pairof lines, distance from left = cumulative amount of global plastic

The effects of climate change

———— Line, height from the middle = combined land surface,
_— - = —| air and sea surface water temperature anomalies

ertical band, relative width = number of hurricanes happened that year

East Pacific Ocean Indian Ocean

Atlantic Ocean West Pacific Ocean

2) Universe

—= Presence of dot and line gliph = somebody that year predicted the apocalypse

. The future, as foretold in the past Type of apocalyptic event:

Y

no data

e astronomical natural disaster technological

conspiracy o religious mystic
Survival to the supposed apocalypse:

— the predictor died before — the predictor died after

\ Pair of lines, width from the left = ngram response for future

Colored area, width = ngram response for apocalypse

A record of lunar and solar eclipses

line = solareclypse

| line= lunareclypse

. ¢« dot= oftheeclypses was total

no data

How to interpret it

Each horizontal stripe depicts the evolution over time of one single story
of change, told through a visualization of a combination of datasets on the topic.

From left to right, time flows on the wall through the
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years| years| years| years years year All the graphic symbols and shapes that compose the tapestry years years

represent a single unit of information, and are a direct visual
representation of the numbers and uantities in a dataset.

3) Animal Kingdom

. The extinctions of animal species
in South America

N\ Area of the pattern = population of South America

1

— — Presence of a line = a language became extinct in South America

N
N

N

N “& :\\\

— Area of the pattern = reference for maximum population in South America

e Presence of the dot = (a few) spea ers of the language are still alive

= Presence of the line = an animal species became extinct in South America

no data — Position of the lines = nation in which the extinction happened, from the top:

Argentina, olivia, razil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Per ,

ruguay, enezuela

The reducing world population of bees

Line colors = see "Continent colors (by geographical affinity)"

no data

— Thic ness of the line = total amount of bee colonies in that continent

The growing world population
of cattles and chic ens

Line colors = see "Continent colors (by geographical affinity)"

no data

ertical line, distance from the left = total amount of chic ens in that continent

Horizontal line, height from the bottom = total amount of cattles in that continent

4) Society

. Achieving universal suffrage
in countries around the world

- FT-

no data

Presence of the rectangle = a nation introduced:
pper band = female suffrage

pper central band = universal suffrage

Color of the band = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"

Lower central band = male suffrage

Lower band = ethnic suffrage

World population and its distribution

N | [ I I | Wwidth of the line = total population of that continent

. Relative position of the tic =

Color of the line = see "Continent colors (by geographical affinity)"

niverse discoveries
and space exploration achievements

|l]| Presence of the pattern = a citizen was the first of her/his nation
to reach outer space

Pattern color = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"

||
|
0
.L I Right end of the gradient = a new satellite was discovered in the Solar System
|

Color of the gradient = a new planet was discovered in the Solar System

no data

B warfplanet M Mars Neptune

W upiter Bl Saturn ranus

I rural population ratio urban population ratio

no data

Forms of government

and growing terrorism
I Height of the line = number of terrorist incidents in (from the left):

— —— Relative height of the patterns = ratio of people living in a:

no data Anocracy Autocracy

emocracy Colony = Country in transition or no data

Africa, Northen Africa and Middle East, Asia, Europa, Latin America, North America, Oceania

In the source datasets represented in the tapestry, data on continents
is sometimes grouped by geographical affinity and other times by cultural
affinity. These two alternative color scales are used to depict the two

different categorizations.

by geographical affinity:

by cultural affinity:

W Africa North America W Africa W Latin America
W Asia M Oceania B Northern Africa and Middle East North America
B Europe B Asia B Oceania
South America W Europe
5) Hope
. The civil war and life expectancy
in Cambodia = oubleline, height from the bottom = average life expectancy at birth, world

—~~=

ouble line, height from the bottom = average life expectancy at birth, Cambodia

Presence of the dot = a genocide was happening that year in Cambodia

| ,— Presence of the line = a civil war was happening that year in Cambodia

no data Thic ness of the line = total population in Cambodia
A story of death
— iagonal line, height from the bottom = child mortality rate in that continent
~- ~ <
~ Sa——— f Colors = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"
\ﬁ — iagonal line, height from the bottom = yearly deaths in that continent,
=< — normalized by population
no data Line colors = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"

Online version of the legend at
change.triennale.org

Idea, Research and esign by Accurat

Giorgia Lupi (Italian b. 1981), Gabriele Rossi (Italian b. 1981), Stefania Guerra (Italian

b.1988), Nicola Guidoboni (Italian b. 1994), Giovanni Magni (Italian b.1989), Giovanni Marchi
(Italian b.1982), Lorenzo Marchionni (Italian b. 1994), Andrea Titton (Italian

b.1996), Alessandro Zotta (Italian b. 1993) of Accurat (Italy, est. 2011).

7) Science

| Presence of the rectangle = a chemical element was discovered that year

. The discovery of chemical elements Color of the rectangle = continent where the discovery happened:

M Europa North America n nown

= Number of lines = amounts of people who discovered the element

line(s) = people, lines= or more people

Height of the pattern = atomic number of the element

Position of the white dot = element group, from the top:
no data

transation metal, non metal, metal, al ali metal, al ali earth metal,
noble gas, halogen, rare earth

The discovery and introduction
of vaccines and antibiotics

[ll Presence of the pattern = introduction of a new ma or antibiotic molecule

“— = Presence of the pattern = introduction of a new ma or vaccine type

— =

A story of birth

no data

= -

ouble line, height from the bottom = yearly births in that continent,
normalized by population

Line colors = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"

no data

The explosion of world epidemics

Presence of the pattern = a recorded epidemic happened in the world

cholera = dengue fever = influenza measles

yellow fever other

[l
I
}H — plague = smallpox
|
Il
l

6) Happiness

. A story of depression in ganda

s

no data

—

Tl s

iagonal line, height from the bottom = Human Rights Protection Index in ganda
Group of lines, distance from the left = of depressed people in the world
Group of lines, distance from the left = of depressed people in ganda
Tic , height from the bottom = Human Rights Protection Scores in ganda
Group of lines, height from the bottom = Total Global Ine uality Index
Group of lines, height from the bottom = Global Ine uality within Countries index

Group of lines, height from the bottom = Global Ine uality between Countries index

Il Number of lines = death toll of the epidemic, if nown
/ line = fewer than . people, lines=fewerthan . people,
lines = fewerthan . . people, lines = fewer than
people, lines = more than people, No lines = no data

no data

8) Technology

. The technological revolution
in South Korea

I Rectangle width = South Korean G P
[l width of the pattern = S from technological exports in South Korean G P

Line, height from the bottom = yearly South Korean import of fish in tonnes

The consumption of cigarettes

— Line, height from the bottom = yearly South Korean export of fish in tonnes
no data

The consumption of fossil fuel

Height of the pattern = yearly global natural gas consumption in TWh

Height of the pattern = yearly global coal consumption in TWh

Height of the pattern = yearly global crude oil consumption in TWh

L _— = Group of lines, height from the bottom = pro capite cigarettes daily
= = _= sales per continent
Il il === Tl Line colors = see "Continent colors (by cultural affinity)"
no data
The consumption of alcohol
= Height of the pattern = pro capite daily alcohol consumption, beer
T % Height of the pattern = pro capite daily alcohol consumption, spirits

no data

il

il

Height of the pattern = pro capite daily alcohol consumption, wine

Presence of the pattern = no data due to Prohibitionism

no data

Access to technology [
and the connected world

Group of lines, width from the left = per capita electricity consumption

Group of lines, height from the bottom = global share of indivduals

ﬁ Group of lines, height from the bottom = global share of undividuals having
a mobile cellular subscription

using the internet

Presence of the pattern = ma or event in the history of telecommunications

no data

isual, auditory and ancillary methods (non electrical) =

Advanced electrical and electronical signals

asic electric signals



